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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: OCLR, OSCI, OTRA, NZ, KS, US 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED KOREAN ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION 

1. KIM YONG-DO, LEADER OF THE SUCCESSFUL 1977 KOREAN EVEREST 
EXPEDITION, HAS APPROACHED THE NEW ZEALAND EMBASSY HERE EOR 
PERMISSION TO LEAD A PARTY OP TWELVE KOREANS, LATE IN 1978, ON 

A TREK ACROSS NZ ANTARCTIC TERRITORY TO THE SOUTH POLE AND BACK. 
KIM, A NATIONAL ASSEMBLYMAN OF THE GOVERNING DRP PARTY, CLAIMS 
THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE CHUNGANG ILBO NEWSPAPER, WHICH HAS 
PURPORTEDLY PUT UP $600,000, AND OP THE DRP. 

2. NEW ZEALANDERS ADVISED KIM AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) HE SHOULD HAVE ROK MOFA ENDORSEMENT BEFORE APPLYING 
FORMALLY TO NZG FOR APPROVAL. 

(B) NZG POLICY ON ANTARCTIC EXPEDITIONS FAVORS SCIENTIFIC 
MERIT AS OPPOSED TO ADVENTURISM, SO KIM SHOULD INCLUDE SOME 
SORT OF RESEARCH PROJECT IN HIS PLANNING IF HE HOPES TO OBTAIN 
THE APPROVAL HE SEEKS. 

(C) LOGISTICAL COORDINATION BETWEEN USG AND NZG IN 
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ANTARCTIC AFFAIRS IS SO CLOSE THAT U.S. APPROVAL WILL 
BE NEEDED AS WELL. 

(D) ALL TRAVEL AND SUPPORT FACILITIES ARE FULLY COMMITTED 
FOR THE NEXT TWO ANTARCTIC SUMMERS, HENCE HE SHOULD 
NOT COUNT ON GOING SOUTH BEFORE AT LEAST 1980. 

3. AT THE SUGGESTION OF NZ EMBOFFS, KIM AND SEVERAL COLLEAGUES 
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RECENTLY SPENT SOME TIME IN WELLINGTON CONSULTING WITH ANTARCTIC 
EXPERTS THERE. ON THE BASIS OF ADVISE RECEIVED, KIM NOW INTENDS TO 
TAKE THE "HILLARY ROUTE", WHICH NZ EMBOEE BELIEVES RUNS ACROSS 
U.S.-CLAIMED TERRITORY. 

4. ALTHOUGH KIM HAS RECENTLY SPOKEN OF HIS GROUP'S CHARTERING 
A DANISH FREIGHTER TO GET THEM TO MCMURDO SOUND IN 1979, NZ 
EMBOEE'S IMPRESSION IS THAT KIM REALIZES THAT HE WILL BE 
DEPENDENT ON U.S. AND NZ AUTHORITIES FOR BOTH PERMISSION TO 
ENTER THE REGION AND ASSISTANCE IN DOING SO. 

5. KIM'S PURPOSE IS CLEARLY TO GAIN PUBLICITY, WHICH, HE 
MAINTAINS, HURTS NO ONE AND CAN BE OE GREAT POSITIVE VALUE 
IN BOOSTING KOREANS' SELE-IMAGE AND WILLINGNESS TO INVOLVE 
THEMSELVES IN INTERNATIONAL AEFAIRS. 

HOWEVER, HE SHOULD HAVE LITTLE DIEEICULTY IN DEVELOPING A 
SCIENTIEIC PURPOSE FOR THE VENTURE. KIM'S SUCCESS WITH THE 
EVEREST EXPEDITION HAS MADE HIM SOMETHING OE A NATIONAL EIGURE 
AND IF HE HAS THE BACKING OF CHUNGANG ILBO, WHICH IS OWNED 
BY MULTI-MILLIONAIRE YI PYONG-CHOL, EINANCING 
SHOULD BE NO PROBLEM. 

6. ASSUMING THAT WE WILL RECEIVE AN APPROACH IN THE NEAR 
EUTURE, THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON THE RESPONSE 
WE SHOULD MAKE. WE WOULD LIKE TO ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE AS 
EAR AS POSSIBLE, BUT IF THERE ARE SERIOUS OBSTACLES TO KIM'S 
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PLAN, WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO ADVISE HIM EARLY RATHER THAN LATE. 
GLEYSTEEN 
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